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of that city . . . and they are such as were used before
wheels were invented. So that the only form of transport
that is used in that city and the western group of the islands
is one that in the Old World was already disused by the
date of the Siege of Troy. But wheels had not been invented
in the continent of the New World at the time of the first
visit of Columbus, and though they were subsequently
introduced by the pirates and murderers who followed him,
to this day in Mexico, as in the Madeiras, the potter uses
no throwing-wheel, moulding his plates and jars still with
his hands by a process of trial and error. ... In the
northern half of the continent, indeed, the Indians taught
the negro slaves the use of the sled which they still employed
for the haulage of tobacco till within living memory „ . .
and which, as we have seen, is still said to be employed by
poor whites in dry seasons when the grass is slippery. , . .
And now, add to that knowledge the fact that, thirty
miles east of Funchal in that very island of Porto Santo
where Columbus did his courting, rough wheels have been
used from a day before the records of humanity. That would
seem to be sufficient to let us believe that, whereas Santos
is Africa, the other islands are indeed the beginnings of
America. ... At any rate, the islands are very lovely and
in their sun-warmed rocks you may read an epitome of the
fate of all the lovely and fertile regions of the world.
§
As soon as your vessel returning on the route of Columbus,
Vespucci, and the rest, leaves behind the Azores and, turning
south-eastward, makes for the islands off Africa, there begins
to run through it a feeling of unrest. ... It is caused by
the thought that now—depending on the place of your
birth—you are either approaching your old home or breaking
new ground in the foreign.
These islands lie not a full ten degrees to the West of a
point between Mogador and Casablanca on the coast of
Africa and have a vast of Ocean between them and the
Western land to which, geologically, they are said to belong.
So they have infinitely more the air of being a coloured

